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ou may not give much thought to your commercial roof.

After all, it sits above your head, above your office, above

your employees, above your products or equipment,
above whatever your daily focus may be. Ideally, with regular
maintenance, a high-quality roof system shouldn’t give you
much to think about. But, given the critical role your roof
plays for your building and the increased possibilities available
today for commercial roofing, you might want to give your
roof a bit more thought.

A good roof is an investment in not only your building, but

in your business as well. When installed and maintained by
expert craftsmen, a quality roof can provide protection,
energy and financial savings, and even additional living or
recreational space. Informed by our more than 40 years spent
delivering the very best in commercial roofing to clients in
the Chicagoland area, we offer you our expertise in these five
ways your commercial roof can improve your building and
your business.

Sincerely,

Roa? jPatrioL



© Your Commercial Roof Protects Your

Personnel and Property.

Rainwater cascading down the walls of your
warehouse onto the merchandise stored inside.
The steady drip of a leak above an office space that
houses technology essential to the running of your
business. The weight of heavy snow on a poorly
functioning roof. Sub-zero outdoor temperatures

or the sun’s intense heat affecting the interior
temperature of a manufacturing plant that requires
strict climate control. There’s a lot at stake when a
roof isn’t working as it should. A failed roof can cost
you more than just the price of a replacement—it can
cost your business money, time, and products

as well.

Whatever you have inside your building, it’s most
likely of great value to your business. An expertly
installed, high-quality commercial roof provides a
strong and reliable shelter. It protects the people,
equipment, and merchandise inside your building
from the elements: rain, sleet, snow, hail, high winds,
extreme cold and heat, and pretty much anything
else Mother Nature throws your way. A good roof will
help maintain stable internal building temperatures
and weather storms to keep whoever or whatever

is inside your building safe and dry. A roof planned,
installed, and regularly maintained by experts is a
smart and sound investment.



© Add GREEN Space.

Gardens aren’t just for yards anymore—your commercial roof can provide green
space as well in the form of a garden roof. A rooftop garden can range from

a small-scale collection of potted plants to a more elaborate vegetative layer
growing on the roof itself. Some even go so far as to incorporate a large-scale,
park-like atmosphere, including trees, grasses, and shrubs.

More than just pretty spaces, garden roofs are especially beneficial in urban
areas, where many buildings concentrated in a relatively small area can create an
“urban heat island.” In a heat island, summer temperatures tend to be higher than
those of surrounding areas, increasing the demand for air conditioning and in turn
increasing greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution. The vegetative layer of a
garden roof can help with stormwater management, provides shade, and utilizes
the process of evapotranspiration to remove heat from the air surrounding the
building. This, in turn, reduces the surface temperature of the roof as well as the
demand for air conditioning inside. Garden roofs also provide additional insulation
that helps maintain the interior temperature of a building when it’s cold outside.
Whatever the season, a garden roof can save you money on heating and cooling
costs, and that’s just better for your business.

Some garden roofs provide fresh produce for building residents; others serve as a
relaxing reprieve from city life and a space for residents to unwind. A high school
in the Chicago suburbs, for example, took advantage of a roofing project to install
a small rooftop garden that allows biology students the hands-on experience of
planting, caring for, and monitoring the growth of vegetation. However it’s used,
the benefits of a garden roof can make a building more appealing to owners,
residents, and the surrounding community, and that makes it worth exploring.
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ROOFTOP
GARDENING

Consider the climate
zone of your region when
choosing rooftop plants.

Select hardy vegetation
that can withstand
extreme temperatures
and high winds.

Different plants require
different amounts of soil,
the weight of which can
impact a roof. Work with
a professional to plan
your rooftop garden to
ensure safety.



© Regulate Your Building’s

Temperature.

A roof is a large component of a commercial building,
so it is also a significant site of heat transfer for the
building. Heat can escape through a low-quality roof
in winter, when you want it to stay inside, and it can
enter the roof in summer, when you’d prefer cooler
indoor temperatures. The wrong indoor temperature
can result in uncomfortable residents or employees,
damage to products, or inefficiencies in mechanical
processes. A good roof helps keep your building’s
temperature right where you want it to be.

The skill of the crew and the materials used are key
to a successful commercial roof installation, long-
term performance, and energy efficiency. One critical
roofing material is insulation, which helps maintain
the internal temperature of the building and prevents
heat from escaping in colder months.

Every state has building codes that indicate the
minimum requirements for thermal insulation for a
roof. If you live in Chicago, you’re already off to a
good start when it comes to temperature regulation.
The State of lllinois has adopted the International
Energy Code, which requires increased indoor
temperature maintenance and decreased energy
loss. As a result, new roof projects in Chicago require
quite a bit of insulation for code compliance.

Another option for maintaining internal building
temperatures is reflective, or cool, roofing. Reflective
roofing uses products such as thick, bright-white,
paint-like surface treatments to reflect the sun’s rays
away from the building and reduce the building’s
heat absorption. Less heat absorption leads to more
comfortable indoor temperatures and reduced need
for air conditioning in warmer months. Reflective
roofing has been required in the City of Chicago on

all new construction and new roofing projects on

existing buildings since 2008.




UNDERSTANDING INSULATION

Insulation’s effectiveness is measured by its long-term thermal resistance (LTTR), or how long it’s

able to retain a building’s internal temperature and keep outside temperatures out. The higher

the LTTR value, the more insulation is used. Chicago code requires a minimum LTTR-value of R-30

for low-sloped residential occupancy roofs where there is no ceiling space for attic insulation and

insulation is on top of the deck. Additional insulation comes at an additional cost, but it might prove

worth the investment, depending on how you use your building.

@ Save Money on Utility Costs.

Saving energy saves money. So when your roof
helps regulate internal temperatures, your building
requires less heat and air conditioning. Insulation
and reflective roofing don’t just make your building
more comfortable—they help keep your utility costs
low by decreasing energy use, which is great for
your bottom line. As an added bonus, decreasing
energy consumption also decreases greenhouse gas
emissions and air pollution. If your building isin a
city, that positive impact can certainly add up.

Ridgeworth Roofing recently installed a double-
layered, fully adhered insulation system beneath a
school building’s new roof. This insulation, said the
building owner, “will greatly increase the system’s
‘real-world’ energy results,” and, consequently,

its energy savings. Another project that addressed
damaging roof leaks at a library led to what the client
called unexpected benefit: the library uses electric
heat and saw reduced electric bills as a result of the
added insulation.

Another way to reduce energy costs is by generating
electricity with solar panels. Installed on a roof, solar
panels use photovoltaic cells to convert abundant
rooftop sunlight to electricity without producing
emissions. This reduces the building’s reliance on
the energy grid. In fact, some buildings don’t just
save money with solar panels, they make money

by generating enough electricity to sell back to the
electric company.




© Create a Unique
Living Space.

Perhaps you’d like to increase the appeal of your
building by offering residents a unique gathering
space or a swimming pool, but space within or
around the building is limited. Maybe your tenants
would enjoy taking lunch breaks in a comfortable
space with a remarkable view. The possibilities
abound if you look to your roof.

Use of the roof as a functional outdoor living space
can make your building more attractive to tenants,
who seek amenities they might not find elsewhere.
A rooftop living space can allow daily employees to
enjoy a break in the sunshine on a patio arranged
with umbrellas and outdoor furniture. Residential
tenants might seek fresh air and a place to gather
with friends in an area that offers a grill, tables,
lounges, and chairs. Your rooftop living space can
incorporate a rooftop garden, adding another level
of appeal. With the appropriate safety measures

in place, your roof can add a significant amount of
usable square footage to your building.

ROOFTOP LIVING

«  Work with a professional roofing

contractor to ensure the structural
integrity of the roof.

Install appropriate guardrails and other
safety features.

Get creative! The options are endless.
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Not all roofing contractors are created equal, especially if you’re looking to make

major improvements to your roof. Protect your building and your business by

finding the right professional.

® Askto see the contractor’s license and proof of insurance (workers’

compensation coverage and general liability). A policy that includes coverage

that protects you, the client, is further proof that the contractor is responsible.

@® Inquire about the use of subcontractors. For your own protection, if the

company uses subcontractors, make sure they are licensed as well.

® Request referrals and ask around. A trustworthy and skilled professional will

have plenty of people willing to vouch for his or her work.

® Ask questions and make sure you’re satisfied with the work being done. If

you’re not, speak up. The right roofer will make it right.



-/ Conclusion

IF YOU'RE READY TO TAKE YOUR
BUILDING AND YOUR BUSINESS
ABOVE AND BEYOND...

It’s time to look up at your commercial roof.

A family-owned and operated business founded in 1974, Ridgeworth
Roofing’s commitment to being the best in the business has stood the
test of time. Our experts are trained professionals who work closely
with clients to find the best possible commercial roofing solutions.
Through personalized service and unparalleled expertise, we have
earned the trust and respect of countless customers. Give us a call and
we’ll show you how your commercial roof can help you maximize the

potential of your building and your business.

ROD PETR'CK, President & Owner

Rod Petrick, inspired by his parents’ dedication to quality and service, joined
the family business in 1975 after graduating from St. Rita High School. Rod
began as a Roofers Local #11 apprentice, worked as a journeyman, and later,
as a graduate of the “School of Roofology,” took the reins from his father and
became President and Owner in 2003. Rod is an expert in his field and has
served leadership roles in the Chicago Roofing Contractors Association (CRCA)
and the Midwest Roofing Contractors Association (MRCA). Rod was a key
industry representative working with the Roofing Industry Alliance to negotiate
with the City of Chicago an amendment to the roof reflectivity requirement in
new building codes. Rod carries on his father’s commitment to giving back and
volunteers his time to a wide variety of committees and charity projects. Rod’s
son, Ryan, represents the third generation of Petricks bringing excellence to the
commercial roofing industry through Ridgeworth Roofing.




Ridgeworth Roofing Co., Inc.
121 Ontario St.

Frankfort, IL 60423

Ri QEWD rt 708-598-0039

www.ridgeworthroofing.com

44 Years of Dedication, Quality
& Unmatched Expertise.

Whether we’re on top of a building or in front of our customers, we love
what we do, and it shows. Find out why our customers are as confident in

IDGEWORTH ROOFING ¢q_
J and excited about our work as we are. Contact Ridgeworth Roofing today.




